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BATTALION CHIEF KEMLY: Today is December 29, 

2001. The time is 13 hundred hours. This is 

Battalion Chief Ronald Kemly of the Fire 

Department of the City of New York. I'm 

conducting an interview with Firefighter first 

grade Mark Wesseldine of Ladder 58 of the Fire 

Department of the City of New York. The interview 

is taking place in the office of Battalion 18 in 

Ladder 58's quarters, regarding the events of 

September 11, 2001. 

Q. Firefighter Wesseldine, please tell me what 
happened to you on September 11, 2001. 

A. I was detailed to the rock for the day tour 
to teach educational day. Basically we didn't get the 
program started. Once the first plane hit we basically 
went into the office to watch what was going on. When 
the second plane hit, Chief Santangelo told us to shut 
everything down and send everybody back to their own 
quarters and wait for an assignment. With that, he 
told our members, everybody at the rock to start 
getting their gear and assemble, and that they were 
going to get a bus to bring us to the site. 

With that, everybody assigned to the rock has 


gear there. I didn't have any gear so I just got in my 
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truck and drove downtown on my own. I was fortunate 
enough I had a red light behind my seat from when I 
used to be a volunteer Fire Chief, so the Police 
Department waved us right in. I went down and parked 

-- I was parked on Canal and Church Street. I was 
parked on the sidewalk. I was basically running up 
Canal Street, figuring that I could just basically 
carry bottles, doing something. I didn't need gear to 
carry bottles up and downstairs. I was somewhere, I 
was somewhere in the vicinity of Park, close to Park, 
somewhere right around there. There was a lot of 
people coming out. I mean just mass people just 
leaving, as would be. 

I saw rigs, I don't recall any numbers, but 
they were just basically parked there on the way in in 
different locations. Next thing you know, you could 
hear the noise. You could hear the wind blowing and 
then the dust came and once the dust came that was it. 
I was asking the people that were running what was 
happening, they said the building just came down. I 
didn't think the building came down but that's what it 
was. It was the first building. This was, I don't 
know, 10 o'clock, somewhere around there, because it 


took a while to get down there. Then it was just, you 
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couldn't see nothing. You couldn't breathe. You 
couldn't do nothing. I said well I'm useless here 
now. I had to wait a little while for the dust to 
settle, then I went back, got my truck, drove up here 
and at that time, there was I guess a total recall so 
all the off duty guys were just starting to get back 
in. 

Captain Principio was here. They just 
assembled us. We got our gear together, got what tools 
and what not together and we went to the Division and 
then we took a bus back down there. We didn't operate 
for a couple of hours later after that. All we did was 
go in and they told us to -- with the company they told 
us to go in and find a rescue collapse rig, see if it 
was serviceable. We went in and found that. We 
reported back and then they had us do victim tracking. 

That was basically until later on in the 
day. We didn't do anything until later on in the day. 
I didn't report in to anybody because I never actually 
got to the site, because you couldn't see where you 
were going at that point. 

Q. When you went to the rescue collapse rig, do 
you Know where it was located? 


A. It was on West Street, but I don't know the 
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corner street. Because we actually went in, went 
through a couple of buildings around back and came out 
on the other side. That's where we found it. Who was 
there? Nick was with the rig. I can't think of his 
last name last name right now. Nick Giordano was with 
the rig already from Rescue 3. So when we came back we 
had told the command post that there was a guy from 
Rescue 3 member with a rig, it couldn't have been moved 
at that point, but there was somebody with the rig and 


it was intact. I mean it was damaged but it was 


intact. 
Q. Anything else you can remember? 
A. Nothing I don't think of any importance on 


the initial one. Like I said, by the time we got in 
there it was hours later and there was plenty other 
guys in there already doing work. All we did basically 
was dig and check and search ambulances in that 
courtyard when we got there later on that night. 
BATTALION CHIEF KEMLY: If you have anything 
further, otherwise the interview is over. Thank 


you for your time. 


